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An Energy Challenge
Across the nation, schools generally spend 34 percent of their maintenance and operations budget on
energy.  This accounts for about 7.5 to 8 percent of a school district’s total budget. Since energy rates
are set, the only way to reduce this budget item is to save energy. The idea for an energy challenge
began in Colorado in 1984. That year, students throughout the state surveyed their schools to see
where energy was being used and how it could be saved. As a direct result of this project, energy costs
for Colorado schools decreased 18 percent.

There’s no question that South Carolina students can be as effective conservationists as Colorado
students. So take up the challenge at your school. Work with your principal and your student
government to do an energy audit of your school. Here are some things you’ll want to look at:

� What are the energy bills like now? What
have they been over the past few years?
Keep track of meter readings.

� What type of heating, cooling and water
heating equipment are used? Where are
they located?

� Are there any drafts, damaged weather-
stripping or leaky faucets?

� How and where is the building insulated?

� Is fluorescent lighting used?

� What conservation practices do teaching,
support and maintenance staff follow? Are
lights turned off when leaving a room? Are
thermostats lowered at night? How is
temperature controlled?

� Do the classrooms have shades or blinds?

� Do landscaping and color choices of paint
and window treatments promote use of
passive solar energy?

� What types of appliances are used in the
cafeteria, the media center and offices?

This is just a beginning point for your investigation.
Take the challenge and save your school energy... and money.
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Energy 2 Learn Resources
The S.C. Energy Office and DHEC’s Office of Solid Waste Reduction and
Recycling provide the following resource materials to teachers, schools
and the public at no cost. To receive copies, call 1-800-768-7348 or visit
www.scdhec.gov/recycle.

Pictured is the
“What is Energy?”
poster (right) and
bookmark (above).
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More E2L Resources

“50 Ways to Protect South Carolina’s
Environment” (above) is a poster

featuring tips to improve air quality,
conserve water, protect

coastal resources, recycle and
conserve energy.

A series of environmental trading
cards also is available. The 20-card

set includes one featuring E2, the
S.C. Energy Office’s goodwill

ambassador, and includes other
fun energy facts.

Remember, these materials are
available to teachers, schools

and the public at no cost.
To receive copies, call

1-800-768-7348 or visit
www.scdhec.gov/recycle.


